
Spring 2018 Semester Writing Assignment 

 

Purpose: 

 

To improve your writing skills as well as stimulate thinking about issues and questions from your study 

of Early American History. Your writing will be based on your reading of Give Me Liberty and other 

scholarship that clarify your own ideas. Your essay should show reflection on your readings and class 

lectures. Grammar will be considered but will be weighted heavily in the process of thinking. 

 

Instructions: 

 

Choose one essay option from the list and compose a minimum 500 word essay. You need to use your 

textbook, scholarship and class lectures as sources. (A total of at least 3 sources) 

 

 

 Typed, 12 point font 

 Times New Roman 
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Essay Options: 

The Gilded Age: Discuss the origin of the term and why it is an appropriate metaphor for the United 

States in the late 1800s.  

The political cartoons of Thomas Nast: What was their influence on public opinion? How did they 

contribute to the downfall of Boss Tweed?   

Galveston hurricane of 1900: What were the effects on the city? How did city government change 

after the hurricane?  

World War I: What were the reasons for U.S. involvement?  

Black Sox scandal: What caused the players to participate? Was “Shoeless Joe” Jackson part of the 

conspiracy?  

Red Scare of the 1920s: What were the causes? What was the impact on immigrants and/or radicals? 

What was the role of A. Mitchell Palmer and/or J. Edgar Hoover?  

Sacco-Vanzetti case: What role did discrimination play in the trial and verdict?  

Amelia Earhart: What happened to Amelia Earhart?  

Tuskegee Airmen: What obstacles did they face? How did they influence the struggle for African 

American rights?  

Pearl Harbor: Could it have been predicted? Would the U.S. have entered World War II without it?  

World War II: What were the reasons for the success of the D-Day invasion?  

Bombing of Hiroshima/Nagasaki: Was it necessary? Argue one side.  

Ethel and Julius Rosenberg: Were they guilty of spying?  

Blacks in Baseball: How did it affect/mirror the removal of other barriers for African Americans in 

society in general?  

JFK and the Cuban missile crisis: What were the reasons for the U.S. response? Evaluate the 

consequences of JFK’s actions.  

JFK’s assassination: Who was responsible? Were the Warren commission’s findings accurate?  

Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s: Evaluate the tactics and accomplishments.   

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination: Was James Earl Ray responsible?   

Vietnam War: How did the U.S. get involved?  

My Lai Massacre: What were the causes? Who was responsible?  

Kent State shootings: What were the contributing factors? Who was responsible?  



Vietnam War: What were the social consequences? Analyze the treatment of veterans returning 

from the war American Indian Movement (AIM) and the 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee: 

What motivated the takeover? What was its impact on relations between Native Americans and the 

government?  

Iran Hostage situation (1979): What were the causes? Evaluate President Carter’s handling of the 

situation.  

 Iran-Contra scandal: Who was really responsible?  

Affirmative action in education or the workplace: Is it still necessary? Why or why not? Be sure 

to focus the historical implications.  

Women’s rights: How have changes in women’s employment affected their role in society? Focus 

on one time period.  

Oklahoma City Bombing: What motivated Timothy McVeigh to plan and carry out the attack?  

Sept. 11, 2001 attacks: How did the attacks affect American security policies? How did they impact 

U.S. foreign policy? How did they impact American views of Islam? Other narrow topics may be 

approved  

Hurricane Katrina (2005): What caused the flooding in New Orleans to be so severe? What was the 

impact of the government’s response? How has the city/region changed since then? What was the 

political impact?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



American Indian Movement (AIM) and the 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee: What motivated 

the takeover? What was its impact on relations between Native Americans and the government?  

Iran Hostage situation (1979): What were the causes? Evaluate President Carter’s handling of the 

situation.  

 Iran-Contra scandal: Who was really responsible?  

Affirmative action in education or the workplace: Is it still necessary? Why or why not? Be sure 

to focus the historical implications.  

Women’s rights: How have changes in women’s employment affected their role in society? Focus 

on one time period.  

Oklahoma City Bombing: What motivated Timothy McVeigh to plan and carry out the attack?  

Sept. 11, 2001 attacks: How did the attacks affect American security policies? How did they impact 

U.S. foreign policy? How did they impact American views of Islam? Other narrow topics may be 

approved  

Hurricane Katrina (2005): What caused the flooding in New Orleans to be so severe? What was the 

impact of the government’s response? How has the city/region changed since then? What was the 

political impact?  

 


